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How M a n y  A r t i c l e s  Do You  W a n t  t o F i n d ?  
Searching MEDLINE using the Ovid Web Gateway -  

Search T ip s 
 
 

Finding Too Many Articles? 
T IP  - H o w to  R EDU C E the Num ber o f  A rticl es Y o u F ind: 
 

( 1 )  U s e  t h e  o p e r a t o r  A N D  t o  c o m b i n e  1  o r  m o r e  s e a r c h  t e r m s  t o g e t h e r .  
Example:   M o u t h  N eo plas ms  A N D  T o b ac c o ,  S mo k eles s  

 

( 2 )  U s e  t h e  c o m m a n d  " F O C U S "  ( * )  t o  l i m i t  y o u r  a r t i c l e s  t o  w h e r e  t h e  
s u b j e c t  i s  t h e  m a i n  p o i n t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e .  
Example:   * L i p N eo plas ms  

 
( 3 )  A p p l y  1  o r  m o r e  s u b h e a d i n g ( s )  t o  n a r r o w  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  y o u r  s u b j e c t .   

Example:   * L i p N eo plas ms / et , s u  ( W o u ld  li mi t  t h e ar t i c les  ab o u t  li p n eo plas ms  t o  t h o s e t h at  
d i s c u s s ed  t h e et i o lo g y  o f  ( et )  an d  s u r g er y  ( s u )  f o r  li p n eo plas ms ) .  

 
( 4 )  A p p l y  L i m i t s ,  s u c h  a s  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e ,  H u m a n ,  A g e  G r o u p s ,  e t c .   
 
 

Finding Too Few  Articles? 
T IP  - H o w to  INC R EA SE the Num ber o f  A rticl es Y o u F ind:  
 
( 1 )  U s e  t h e  o p e r a t o r  O R  t o  c o m b i n e  s y n o n y m s  t o  e x p a n d  y o u r  s u b j e c t .   

Example:   Ey e N eo plas ms  O R  Ey eli d  N eo plas ms  
 
( 2 )  D o n ' t  a p p l y  t h e  F O C U S  ( * )  c o m m a n d  t o  y o u r  t e r m .   
 
( 3 )  E X P L O D E  ( E x p )  y o u r  t e r m  t o  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s .   

Example:   Exp N eo plas ms  w o u ld  f i n d  ar t i c les  ab o u t  A L L  t h e d i f f er en t  t y pes  o f  n eo plas ms  
li s t ed  u n d er  t h at  b r o ad  c at eg o t r y .  

 
( 4 )  A p p l y  A L L  S U B H E A D I N G S .  T h i s  i s  t h e  d e f a u l t  i n  O v i d  M E D L I N E .  
 
( 5 )  A p p l y  L I M I T S  s p a r i n g l y .   
 
( 6 )  U s e  T E X T W O R D S  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  T R U N C A T I O N .  

O v i d  T r u n c a t i o n  S y m b o l s  a r e  t h e  c o l o n  ( : )  o r  d o l l a r  s i g n  ( $ )  
Example:   s n o w b o ar d $  ( w o u ld  f i n d  s n o w b o ar d ,  s n o w b o ar d s ,  s n o w b o ar d er s ,  s n o w b o ar d i n g )  


